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ND who-can help talking a little 

| of Trade, when they ſce{Petitions 

tbronging jnto the Houſe of Com- 

mons, ſo incongruousin themſelyes, ſo in- 

conſiſtent, with comman Juftice, and indeed 

with common Senſe ia Trade, that to-me 

it ſeems, as if fome Men had a Mind to ſee, 

whether the Houſe knew when they were 
affronted. - * 

To ſee Petitions to. the Houſe, of con- 
traditing Natures, and ſome of ſelf-con- 
tradifting Termsz Here” they: petition 2a- 
gainft Monopolies to defttoy Trade, there 
they petition for Monopolies to preſerve 
Trate 3 Here ſome petition for Power to 
prevent Fraud in Commerce, there to pre- 


: Trade to Africa, and a moft 


vent Trade it (cf, on Pretence of prevent- 
iog Frauds in that Trade And there 
Men petition to have the Power of Fraud 
taken out of exery Man's Hand but their 
OWN. 
I could perhaps give you a great man 
Jnftances of theſe Things, and naks you 
with the ridiculous Condu& on both 
fides——But I'll content my ſelf to begin 


only with the Petitions from ſundry Places, 


for laying open, Anglice, deftiroying -the 
poſterons, 
not to ſay fooliſh, Petition of ſome People, 
for ſupplying the Colonies with Negroes, by 
laying open the Trade to Africa. | 


It 


f 506]. 


It is not good indeed to promiſe too 
much before-hand $5 but if, before 1 have 


done, I do not make thoſe Propoſals aps». 


pear, not unjut cnly, but unreafonable, and 
perhaps ridiculous, I may capitulate to for- 
feit all the Right I ſhall claim to writing 
Senſe, as long as I live. 

Indeed, the Complaints againſt the Afri- 
can Company have had many ſpecious 
Things in them, and miich Struggle there 
was laſt S:z\on about the main Queſtion, 
Whether a Company with exclaſive Privi- 
leges was neceſſary to preſerve'that Trade 
or no-—But, to my great Wonderment, and 
which I own I thought ftrange, inſo many 
wiſe Men as appear'd on both fides at: the 
Bar of the Zouſe, and abuſing one another 
on both fides As if it were one Halt- 
peny Matter to the Queſtion, whether 
both Sides were honeft, or neither Sidez 
either of which might be true, and the 
Argument about the Trade ſtand juſt where 
it did before. ; 

I think, both Sides agreed laft Seffion, 
that theTrade to4frice was to be preferv'd, 
that it was efſential to our Colonies to pre- 
ſerve them, and ſupply them with Negroe 
Slaves, that it was eſſential] to the Nation 
to keep it out of the Hands of the French— 
Then it was agreed, that this Trade could 
not be preſerv'd without maintaining the 
Forts and FaQories on the Coaft of Africa : 
And the main Qgefiion ſhould have been, 
Whether theſe could be preſerv d withaut 
an excluſive Company or. no. 

Mucb Shifting and Evading we had in» 
deed about this Queſtion — But in all that 
7 ever read ur heard of, that pretended to 
anſwer to the Queſtion, I never -yet- law 
one Thing iike, or one Man that would 
undertake to ſay, that any ſolid Security 
could be given for. preſerving the Trade, 
but by an excluſive Company—— Perhaps 
the Gentlemen, having had Time to con- 
fider of that Argument, may have found 
out ſome #2dium in this weighty Part of 
the Caſe—and I ſhould be glzd ts ſee it, that 
then m2 may pall down the Excluſive Men 
wirt, ſame Shew of Reaſon, and with Safety 
to the Trade But, Gentlemen, if you 
are ſo fond of puiling down the Company, 


- only Thing I utg*d"haft Year, 


=—— 


that yon will pull down the Trade with 
them HANDS OFF is the Word; 
there the Nation will be agaioft you, for 
the Trade is eſſentially neceflary, and mutt 
be preſerv'd. : 
Nor” is it ſufficient to ſ:', Yes, Wwe can 
ſecure-the Trad*,and we will unde:tke to 
ſecure/the Trade : The Tra” ro Africa is 
of the laft Conſequence to B i: 1in, and %tis 
not enough to ſay You wii! ; out will You 
give ſolid, firm Securities to the Nation, 
that your -Word ſhall be made Good ? 
Without Security You ſay Nothing, - the 
Nation muft not be jeſted with, and 
loſe the Trade to Africs-—.. This is the 
1d many a 
Time it was 6ffer'd to the ſe, but Ao 
Reply has been yet made, nd eff#ual An- 
ſwer given, neither has any Man pretended 
ro ſay, that the ſeparate Traders to Africa, 
tho* torm'd in a Company, ſuch as they pro- 
pos'd, could offer any Manner of Security 
to preſerve the Trade; and till they do, 1 
doubt not, but. the Zouſe will be very con- 
ſiderate ig the Matter of laying open-that 
Trade; *- -4 RC es 
I have nothing to do with the Accuſa- 
tions or Recriminations on one ſide and 
t'other, which fill'd all their Pleadings laft 
Year with ſo much Billingſgate Rhetoritk— 
They brought a great many Witneſſes on 
both (ides, and great Pains they took to let 
the Zouſeſee their Nakedneſs, and to have 
the Nation's Opinion, of whoſe Faces were 
blackeft : For my part, I am for allowing 
all tze Miſmanagements, Violences, Frauds, 
Cruelties, -&c. that are pretended on both 
fides, and the Conſequencces may. be juſt, 


' that both ſides onght to be ſuppreſs'd, the 


Men may be us'd as the. Houſe pleaſes, 
and let the Guilty. be puniſh'd and expos'd, 
let Servants betray their Mafters, Hirelings 
eat their Bread, and throw their Wealth in 
the Face of them they got it by. But the 


"TRADE, the TRADE; this js the great 
' Queſtion before the Houſe, what muſt be 


done with the TRADE ? And of this 1 ſay to 
all rat obje, Let them be great or ſmal), 
few or many, ſhow me a Way to ſecurg,and 
preſerve the .Trade' to Africa, without an 
Excluſive Cowpany, if you can. 1 confeſs, 

it 


_ 
Fy 
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it is with ſome ReluQance that'l mention 
this Aﬀair at ſo great a Diſtance z but near 
or remote, any Man may put this- Queſtion, 
and I humbly offer it in the View of the 
World, 'to all that raiſe Clamours at an 
Exclufive Company, and I importune them 
for ad Anſwer, not to Me, but the Zouſe 


of Commons. Can ye, Gentlemen, ſecure - 


the Trad? to the Coaft of Africa, that the 
Nation may not be bereavy'd of it, our 
Nejghboers pcfſeG it, and our Colonies 
be ruin'd for Want of it ? - » 

If any rnwortsr ay they can — 
t is alſo ver e for them to tell how, : 
Irv the Mcthod, it is cafie r6 laj it 
dowd ——AIF that have” ery "it yer, 
at leaſt that 1 -bave (cen, have 


pany, and much good Breeding was ſhown 
that Way, Cujus Contrarium, tc. But ftill 


. the Houſe? 


fed off | 
this P zt., | they have ſupply'd it ifdeed : he Putp ſe +\for- if this Conipan 
with plentiful Raillery at the preſent Com- 


this main_Queſtion has been left, no Cham: - 


pion of the ſeparate Traders has. ever yet 
made the Attempt 3 None of the Gentle- 
men that pleaded. at the. Bar of the Houſe, 


when in 


ommittee came to, this. Point, - 


(at leaft as I remember) for I would not- 


wrong tbe Gentlemen ; no not the Right 
HonourableCommiſhoners of Trade in theic 


Accounts—Aor any that-I bave met with, 


have undertaken to ſpeak of a Security to 
preſerve the Trade... ; th 
They have (poke of Things, .and prapog'd 


Schemes, which MAY be a Sccurity, .1F' 


and IF they ſucceed, and IF the ſeparate 
Traders ſend ſo many Ships ; But, I muſt 
ever be allow'd to ſay, there is a manifeſt 


-— 


But really, :Cenelemir; were! 


t petition | 
A 


Commont apainft the African 
Company, 1 would dd itplaialy, That <heic 
Honours would be: pkas'd to, diffolve the 
ſaid Company, and fettle- the Trade on 
ſuch a Fovt,-as might effeQually ſecure 
and  preſerye the Trade it ſelf to the 
Britiſh: Nation-— And this would certainly 
be a Petition for a regulated Company with 
Exclufive Priv - 1 3m not concern'd 
at all in the Parties on Either fide, and.am 
at too great a Diftarice to go far in the 
Quarcel—But thus far I cannot but ſay, Ia 


'all I have ſeen already, I covld ſee nothing 


but a tumultuous Hurry, runaing upon the 
\Company, and railing at Miſmanagements, 
which-with Soubajiſhon;' is not'one 'Word to 
y has miſ- 
manag'd, puniſh them, difſolvethem, -doall 
that Juſtice requires with them ; but the 
main Argument frands firm ———— Seczre the 
Trade ; let it not be loſt to the Nation, tet 
not 'the' Colonies loſe their Supplies of 
Negroes —— Let not the publick Intereft of 
Britain in Trade, fiok-——And that this can 
be ſecur'd without aa Bxcluſive Company, 
Fam ready to debate with any reaſonable 
Man on Earth. | 
You may run'down People by Clamour 
and Noiſe —— But this ion is very 
'hort—— The Trade muſt be fecur'd, or it 


- muſt not; All agree, -the firfti abſolutely 


necellary ; 'Either it can be ſecar'd by an 


' open free Trade, or it cannot; Jf is can, 


Difference between May and. Shall; What | 


only May be, has a May not be always at- 
tending it—And if the Trade only may be 


ſecur'd, it may be loft z and this, I bumbly 


conceive, is a Riſque the Nation ought not 


4 | ſee a great Number of Petitions for 
the laying open this Trade ; None of them, 
1] preſume, will add to. it theſe Words, 
In order effeually 10 deftroy it, and lofe it to 
the Nation. But fince that is' a Tacir own- 


ing. it ovght not tobe loſt..]t isa moſt 
fgnge Thing to me, that not one Petition 
js preſented to the Houſe, that meations 
the Szcuring the Trade to the Kingdom in 
general. 


by 


*cis ftrange, not one Man has undertaken 
yet totell us how ;. for my part I awin 
Hopes, and have long been waiting to fee 
it''attempted-; to ſee one Man at leaft 
among the: many '/ſo forid Oppoſers of the 
Company, cff-r at ir— And when it comes, 
as ſure_ it muſt one Time or other, if they 
expe the Houſe ſhould joyn with them ; 
I ſay, wheg it comes, I ſhall ſay more to it. 
ADVERTISEMENTS 

VUrſus Equeſtris Nottinghamienfis. Car- 

men Hexametrum, ' Autore RICHAR- 
DO- JOANSON, Ludi Literarij ibidem Ma- 
giſtro,, Commentarioruam Grammaticorum 


Scrippore. Sold by Yobn Morphew near 
Stationers-Hall, Price 66. | 
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